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drew X addresses the problem.... The 4 role' of the activist is not simply 
'self-imposed;' it is also socially-imposed. Capitalist society produces 
activists the way it produces other specialists, the way it produces, for 
example, that close cousin of the activist, the intellectual." Thus, while 
Kellstadt states that we need to operate within the tension between 
the subjective and the objective, her/his critique often falls back sig- 
nificantly into an overly objectivist position. While committing "role- 
suicide" won't make the social position of "the activist" disappear, 
there are always openings to different types of self-organization. We 
may not be able to kill the roie, but we are not stuck in it either; and, if 
we are to rid ourselves of capitalism we need to struggle in a different 
way and not celebrate the role of the activist. 

Certainly "giving up activism" isn't revolution in itself; it won't make 
the social roles that are conditioned by our historical circumstances 
disappear. Nor will it allow us to "truly appropriate an authentic self." 
Struggling to organize ourselves in a qualitatively different manner, 
however, can open the potential of insurrection to overthrow capital- 
ism and the state. For such a potential to open, hope lies not in cheer- 
leading, but in a much more critical and reflexive understanding of our 
practices and forms of organization. 



These and other writings available via the internet at the Insurrection, 
Organization, Activism and Anti-Politics webpage: 

http://www.geocities.com/kk_abacus/ioaa/ioaa.html 



. 
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